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ABSTRACT

A Study in Literary Policy and Literary Thcory

in North Korea

By Ki-~sam Hong

In all countries and throughout all ages mankind has never
exnerienced the evolution of literary thcory and literary poli-
cy with identical characteristics, for identical objectives,
nnd in identical directions. Rather, the mode in which liter-
ary history has evolved has been characterized b a steady
interaction of conflict and discord between literary theory
and policy even though harmony and conciliation should ideally

govern their evolution in all circumstances,

In the cnse of North Kcren, however, literary thcory and
literary policy are completely identical in that it has a
nolitical and socinl structure which dictate, their identical
evolution., The identical status of both in the North Korean
society derives from 2 unique situatior in which theory formu-
lators and policymrkers are identical, rather than from con-

ciliation and harmony. One may summarize the characteristics

of the literary theories of South and North Korea by saying
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that the South Korean theory is a "private product" whereas
the North Koreen version is a '"public product". In actual
practice the resecarch and creative activity Involving litcerary
theory may not be undertaken by private individuals in most
natiorne or cultural communities., Where literary policy is
concerned, the practice has been for the state or public
orgnanization to take charge of it in such a way that indivi-
dual talent and poﬁentiality are not impaired but absorbed
into national resources to be cventually re-created as national
potentialities. Such has been the basis of literary policy

in our recurrent experilence. Litcrary theory in Uorth Xorea,
however, is formulated by Kim Il-sung, o peerless literary
theoreticinn 2s it were, <o itnat it carries a legal forco

o

equal to that of the national concoitution. . It 1s consequen-—
tl: a literary theorv nade bv the public rnather than by »Hri-
vate individunls, Sincc such » theory has been adopted ns
°n essentinl means of constructing a soci-list-Communist state
in North Koren, all views of Kim Il-sung concerning literary

’

theory have becoiie the literary policy of North Koren th-t ecom

be neipher bypassed nor shortchanged,

- Such 2 phenomenon does not conform to the literary



policy of the Soviet Union or Communist China, not to mention
that of 1 non-Communist nation, It might be coneeded that

the Seviet Union or Communist Chin: is not radically different
from North Korea in that socialistic reolism forms the bosis
of literary theory and policy., DRut thc following may differ-

entiste North Korea from the rest of the Communist world:

1., All works of literary art and thecries are dedicated
to idolize a certain individual.

2, Thc aesthetic category and characteristics of soci-
alistic realism have been metamorphosed and enlarged
into the idcology of subjsctive nationalism, nation-

alistic formatv, the blitzkrieg theory, genetic theory,
{

the theory of Immortality, -mass art, popular art, and
s> on,

3. Polemics and critical activity are non-existent.
(Pnrlemics 2nd criticalsm in North Korea are confined
tn the exegetical or nermeneuticdl studies nr tex-
tual criticism involving the ideolrgy of Kim Il-sung
None of the massess of publications together with -

modicum »f polemics in them ever go beysnd stating
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who happens'to comprehend the views of Kim Il-sung
more avciratsly, Scholastic objectivity has never
been attained, much lesc Lhe activity of ~ny sturdy
critic.)

L. The socinlistic aesthetics of literary art has been
metruorphosed into soci»!l =cience rnther than the
hum-~nities or arts on the nremise that literary art
is part of the study of man under Communism,

(Indesd, most of the theoretical publicntions denling
with literory <irt orc authored by the North Korean
Acndemy of soci~l Sciences ~nd published by the Social
Sciences Publishing Company, ~nd moreover, the Center
for Literary Research is a subordinate agency of the

Academy of Soci~l Sciences. )

The state of the literary art in North Koren is o breec
apart when compared with South Korez or any non-Communist coun-
try where works of literary art are created nnd published on
the basis of each writer's theoreticnl inclination and peréon—
ality. Paradoxical as it may souiid, the best literary policy
may be said to be no policy ot 211, All works of liternry art

which are judged to have been cre~rted by the most outstanding
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wisdom and creative talent of mankind were not conceivably pro-
duped with the aid of any policy formulated by any government
orApub}ic agency. Homer, Tu Fu, Shakespeare, Pak You-am, Goethe,
Dostoevski, Han Yong-un, and others were neither the results of
demand or fegimentation imposed by any literary policy in ‘the
positive sense of the term nor the products of any form of
assistance or interference., Whether the aim of policymaking be

one of demand or regimentation, so long 2s it seeks to protect

‘the powers that be rather than to develop the literary art it--

self, the policies purporting to stimulate literary development
become not only obstacles but sources of conflict between govern-—

ment and literary art.

Thus in North Korea an individual exercises a total con-
trol over the entire range of its government, economy, defense,
and culture. All theoretical guidelines including literary
theory are provided by him, and they determine not only policy-
making but also creative writing principles,‘aesthetic princi-
ples, writing techniques and problems of expression. The re=
sult is an unheardof, bizarre cultural phenomenon or a peculiar
state of culture from which not a step of digression is allowed.

A book of theory states as follows:
.
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"For us writers and artists the Supreme Leader's
instructions are the basis for our creative writing, the
guidelinc for the entire process ol our creative writing,
and the standard oi consensuc for cur crecative writing,"
It is obvious that Kim Il;sung's instructicns serve,

firstly, as the basis for crcative writing; secondly, as the
guideline for the entire process of creative writing; and third-
ly, a5 the standard of consensus for creative writing. All

this cen be explicated simply b; saying that the act of pro-
ducticn is governed by thc first two points and the act of
consumption involving works of creation by the third point.

(An> both acts reach their conclusion by jointly partieipating
in the third point.) In short, no mode of creantive writing or
recentive procedure thereto is permissible outsid: the purvicw
of Kim's instructions.

The North Korean version of literary theory, which keeps
harping on the same¢ theme, is encu.r to confirm the fact that
it has uprooted the very basis of litercary art, the very
nature of creative writing, and the concentu~l cherccter of

literary art itself. And it is not hard to surmise how slow

the paée of chiange in North Koren's literary theory or policy
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has been merely from the fact that the regime of Kim Il-sung
has lasted for over 30 years., Therefore, it is not really a
meaningful task to study the process of diachronic change in
North Korea's literary policy nor is it an easy task to find
any traces of mnrked chaﬁge. Toc a certain euxtent it might be
poceible to confirm the slow ~ddition of certain new theories
and tenets from the standpoint of literary history. What would
be of greater importance is to grasp what formms the vital core

of the current literary thecry in North Korea.

The principal aim of this study is to inquire into the
historical development and the current status of th~t unique
and gratesque literary theory (litergry policy) in North Korea
on the basis of the viewpoints outlined above, and also to
grasp the basic principle and overall picture oi North Korea's
literary theory through an item-by-item 2nalysis of the mnjor
nroblems inclﬁding the theory of immortnlity, utopianism, mass
rt theory, popular art theory, the blitzkrieg theory, genetic
theory, subjective literary art theory, th. ron.alism of nation-
nlistic arts, socialjstic realism, hostility theory, revolution-
-ary optimism, the revolutionary msgnum opus principle, technique

theory, empiricnl theory, anti-abstractionism, ~nd the study
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of man under Communism. It is to be noted that this study
constitutes the first attempt thus for to grasp the overall

configuration of North Korea's literary theory.
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